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Sportfishing Notes    
 

The Fraser offers  an enjoyable mix of 
fishing for brook, rainbow and brown 
trout. The composition of these three 
species depends on the location in the 
river one fishes. It is home to the 
highest densities of mottled sculpin in 
the area. Streamer fishing for large 
browns beneath undercut banks is al-
ways an option. The most prolific in-
sect hatch is caddis, which takes place 
after runoff. Golden stoneflies and 
various mayflies are also abundant. 
Terrestrial fishing can be productive 
in late summer as well. 

General Information: The Fraser River is a highly diverse river offering many transitions in habitat 
type through the course of its length. Public access is somewhat limited in some sections and care should be 
taken to avoid trespass problems. Please consult with local agencies regarding access locations. Guided fish-
ing is available on some privately held reaches. During dry summers such as 2018, some sections of the Fraser 
experience dangerously high water temperatures for trout and voluntary angling closures are enacted. Please 
check current local information and do not fish if water temperatures exceed 65 degrees. 
Location: Eastern Grand Countyðtowns of Winter Park, Fraser, and Granby. 
Recreational Management: US Forest Service, towns of Winter Park, Fraser and Granby, Grand Coun-
ty, and BLM. 

 

Regulations 
Fraser River - Grand County 
a. From the headwaters downstream to the 
confluence with St. Louis  
Creek: 
     1. Fishing is by artificial flies and lures     
only. 
     2. All rainbow trout must be returned to 
the water immediately upon  
catch. 
b. From the confluence with St. Louis 
Creek downstream to the Colorado  
River: 
     1. The bag and possession limit for 
trout is two fish. 

Amenities and General Info. 
¶ The Fraser River flows through 
multiple towns which offer gen-
eral amenities in close proximity 
to the river. 

¶ Guide services available through 
several area outfitters. 

Previous Stocking 
 

Whirling Disease-resistant Rain-
bow trout were stocked at various 
sizes from 2010-2013 with the 
goal of establishing a wild, self-
sustaining rainbow fishery. Due to 
the success of this stocking, begin-
ning in 2014 rainbow trout stock-
ing ceased in order to  give the 
rainbows a chance to sustain them-
selves. See discussion on follow-
ing pages. 

Fraser River 

Fishery Management Report 
Jon Ewert - Aquatic Biologist (Hot Sulphur Springs) 

This 5ò sculpin had recently consumed a 3ò dace. This is the 
only time we have documented sculpin piscivory in this area. 

This brown trout, captured in the same reach, had recently 
eaten a sculpin. 
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     The Kaibab Park station is located in the town of Granby where the river flows between the park 
and the fire station, immediately downstream of the Highway 40 crossing. This is the farthest down-
stream site on the Fraser that we survey regularly. This site was not surveyed in 2018. Population 
estimates are shown in the table above and Figure 1 displays the size distribution of brown and rain-
bow trout. Only brown trout population estimates appear in the table because rainbow trout have not 
constituted a significant portion of the fish population, despite the fact that rainbows have been 
stocked here on the same occasions that have been successful farther upstream.  
     2017 saw the highest biomass and fish-per-mile estimates to date for brown trout in this reach. 
Extreme high-water years such as 2014 likely have a flushing effect on juvenile brown trout here, 
while drought years such as 2012 see decreases in large fish density estimates, likely due to lack of 
habitat during low flows. 2017 conditions probably represent a ñhappy mediumò situation in which 
the river has benefitted from the flush of recent high water years, yet the 2017 runoff wasnôt high 
enough to displace juveniles. At the same time, flows did not become so low that adult fish vacated 
the section. 
     The rainbow trout appearing in the 2015 sample were fingerlings stocked that year. This is the 
only location on the Fraser that rainbow fingerlings have been stocked since 2013. The 2014 and 
2017 samples found that recruitment from rainbow fingerling stocking in this reach was poor. 

Fraser River at Kaibab Park 
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Population Estimates 

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2017 

Date of survey 9/1 9/2 9/1 9/6 9/3 9/4 9/3 9/6 

Brown trout: pounds per acre  76  62  60 56 87 73 71 114 

     >14ò per acre 18 23 14 4 16 22 16 19 

     >6ò per mile 857 607 578 1,409  845 715 729 1,464 

mottled sculpin captured 256 466 533 1,279 521 262 469 249 

Peak flows at 
Granby  

Date Flow (cfs) 

6/4/09 991 

6/8/10 1767 

7/1/11 1519 

4/27/12 157 

5/18/13 651 

5/31/14 2256 

6/12/15 1425 

6/13/16 1351 

6/11/17 1027 

6/1/18 781 

Figure 1. Size distribution of trout captured in Kaibab Park reach 
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Fraser River on Grand County Water and Sanitation Property 

Fraser River GCW&S Population Estimates 

Year 2007 2017 2018 2016 

Date of survey 9/3 10/5 10/5 10/5 

Brown trout      

              Biomass  
(pounds per surface acre) 

33 111 60 26 

     Fish >14ò per acre 3 33 24 6 

     Fish  > 6ò per mile 752 923 528 430 

Rainbow trout     

     Biomass 9 16 19 6 

     Fish >14ò per acre 3 8 12 2 

     Fish  > 6ò /mile 53 70 70 35 

Brook trout     

     Biomass 2 0 0 1 

     Fish > 6ò /mile 44 0 0 9 

Total trout biomass 44 127 79 33 

Total sculpin captured 726 264 377 971 
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     This reach is on property owned by Grand County Wa-
ter and Sanitation District 1 immediately outside of Taber-
nash. In 2017 an in-stream physical habitat improvement 
project was constructed on the site, a cooperative effort by 
the Learning By Doing stakeholder group (for more infor-
mation visit https://co.grand.co.us/737/Learning-by-
Doing) and was opened to public access for the first time 
in 2018.  Prior to the habitat project, this reach had rela-
tively poor trout habitat, characterized by a high width-to-
depth ratio, poor thalweg definition, sparse and shallow 
pools, and excessive riffles. All of these deficiencies were 
addressed in the habitat improvement project. 
     Table 1 (above) contains the trout population estimates 
obtained on the four occasions that we have surveyed the 
site. Prior to the habitat project (2007 and 2016), this site 
yielded the poorest estimates of any location discussed in 
this report, and among the lowest population estimates 
ever obtained in any location on the Fraser. We observed 
an immediate benefit after completion of the project, with 
greatly increased numbers of adult fish and a nearly four-
fold increase in total trout biomass from 2016 to 2017. The 
total biomass estimate declined in 2018 by 38%. This de-
cline is most likely attributable to the high level of public 
fishing pressure that this section experienced in 2018, dis-
cussed below. If public use of this reach becomes increas-
ingly heavy in the future, some form of access manage-
ment may be advisable in order to maintain the quality of 
the fishery. 
     Rainbow and brown trout size distribution is displayed 
in Figure 1 (right). Prior to the habitat project, we found 
high numbers of juvenile trout in their first two years of 
life, but by age 3 the fish had mostly vacated the reach in 

Table 1.Population estimates. 

Figure 1. Size distribution of trout captured on GCW & S site. 
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Fraser River on Grand County Water and Sanitation Property, continued 

 
search of more suitable habitat. This did not appear to be 
the case any more after completion of the project. Interest-
ingly, on all occasions we collected a number of age-0 
rainbow fry, with especially good numbers collected in 
2018. These fish were not stocked, and are the product of 
wild reproduction. However, at this site and at Safeway 
(see pages 5-6), there appears to be a lack of recruitment 
of rainbows from Age-0 (2-4ò in this survey) to Age-1 (6-
10ò). If wild rainbows are to persist into the future without 
stocking, the formation of strong Age-1 year classes is 
critical. At this site and at Safeway, the 2018 year class 
represents the best opportunity yet for this to happen, due 
to its strong numbers (see additional discussion on this 
topic in the Safeway report, pages 5-6). 
     The sharp decline in sculpin numbers captured in 2017 
is most likely due to the fact that the elecrofishing survey 
took place approximately two weeks after the habitat work 
was completed, which is a short amount of time for sculpin 
to recolonize after a high level of disturbance to the stream 
bed. We collected an increased number of sculpin in 2018, 
suggesting a recovery from the disturbance. If adult trout 
densities remain relatively high in this reach, it may not be 
reasonable to expect sculpin densities to return to the lev-
els we saw prior to the project, due to predation pressure. 
 

Angler survey 
     In August, September and October of 2018 we conduct-
ed a simple angler survey on this reach to obtain infor-
mation about use rates and success. The survey consisted 
of a voluntary paper questionnaire for anglers to complete 
at the end of their trip. Results are presented in Tables 2 
and 3.  

Angler survey  

# surveys completed 40 

# anglers represented 58 

Total hours fished 123.25 

Avg. time of trip 2.1 hrs 

Brown trout caught 51 

Rainbow trout caught 24 

Brook trout caught 2 

Avg. catch per hour 0.62 

Residence - Grand County 19  

      CO Front Range 14 

      Out of state 4 

      Other (Grand Junction) 1 

Table 2. Angler survey results 

Angler survey qualitative questions  

Why did you fish here today?  How often do you fish here?  Will you fish here again?  How would you rate this fishery?  

   Not crowded 15    First time 22    Yes 38    Excellent (4) 13 

   Small stream type 15    Once a month 7    No 1    Good (3) 15 

   Wild fishery 8    Once a week 4      Fair (2) 9 

   Fish size 4    Once a year 4      Poor (1) 2 

   Easy access 2    More than once/week 2      Avg. response 3.0 

   Number of fish 1       

Table 3. Qualitative results 

Location of survey reach. Downstream terminus is at top, indi-
cated by arrow, and upstream terminus is at bottom. CR 83 inter-
section is visible at left. Note that this photo was taken prior to 
construction of the habitat project. 

2018 survey crew. Photo by Dave Showalter. 


